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Important Contact Information 

(508) 832- 

 

Town Manager            7720 

Board of Selectmen     7720 

Building Inspector       7719 

Clerk                             7701 

Fire                                7800 

Health                       7703  

Library                          7790 

Planning                        7704 

Police                             7777 

Public Works                7814 

Senior Center               7799 

Treasurer/Collector     7705 

Veterans                        7706 

 

Hours of Operation 

Town Hall: 

Monday       8:00AM-7:00PM 

T, W, Th         8:00AM-4:00PM 

Friday       8:00AM-1:00PM 

Senior Center: 

Mon & Fri       8:00AM-3:00PM 

T, W, Th          8:00AM-4:00PM 

Library:  

MonðThurs     9:30AM-8:30PM 

Fri                     9:30AM-5:30PM 

Sat                    9:00AM-1:00PM 

Sign up today to receive electronic communications and updates on a 
variety of issues, including The Auburn Account, emergency and 
road work updates from the Town of Auburn. Visit our web site at 
www.auburnguide.com or click here to sign up now!   

In this issueéRoad Reconstruction Updates, Middle School Project, Officer Kennedy Honored, Boston 

Post Cane Award, Senior and Veterans Tax Work-Off Programs, Senior Center Programs, Flu Clinics, 

Recreation and Culture Events, Library Renovations, Business News, and much more. 

The playground at the 

Dr. Arthur and Dr. Mar-

tha Pappas Recreation 

Complex will become a 

reality with $80,000 in 

state funding matched by 

$130,000 in local donat-

ed funds.   
 

The State Budget for FY15 includes $80,000 in funding for the 

construction of the playground.  The state funding will be com-

bined with the money raised for the playground by the Friends 

of the Pappas Recreation Complex, which raised $30,000 

through numerous fundraising activities and events over the 

past 18 months. The combined funds ($110,000) triggered a 

matching grant from Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas of 

$100,000 to fully fund the playground project. 
 

Both Senator Michael O. Moore and State Representative Paul 

K. Frost filed budget amendments in the Spring in the Senate 

and House versions of the budget, respectively, in the amount 

of $80,000 for the construction of a handicap-accessible play-

ground at the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation 

Complex.  Senator Moore and Representative Frost supported 

the funding as it provided the necessary capital, in conjunction 

with the $30,000 from the Friends of the Pappas Recreation 

Complex, to trigger the Pappasô matching grant challenge of 

$100,000.  The playground will benefit the Auburn community 

for decades to come.    
 

The Board of Selectmen graciously accepted the donation of 

$30,000 from the Friends of the Pappas Recreation Complex 

and the donation of $50,000 from Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha 

Pappas at their September 8, 2014 meeting.  

(Continued on page 2.) 
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Clifford A. Granger was presented with a certificate and a 

duplicate cane as the oldest resident of the Town of Auburn 

on September 16, 2014.  The criteria for receiving this honor 

is that the resident be the oldest person listed on the census, an 

active registered voter and have resided in Auburn for at least 

10 years.   The original cane was brought for people to view 

and is on display at the Historical Museum.  

News from the Town Clerk 

Boston Post Cane Presentation  

State Election November 4, 2014  

Voting is held at the Auburn High School Gym for all precincts.  Polls are open 

from 7:00AM to 8:00PM.  

(Continued from page 1).  The playground project has received approval from the Planning 

Board and the Conservation Commission.  The Town will work to prepare the bid package 

and anticipates issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP) in the fall with construction to begin in 

the spring of 2015.  

 

The Town of Auburn is grateful to everyone who helped raise the funds needed to bring this 

project to fruition.  Thank you to Representative Paul Frost and Senator Michael Moore for 

their advocacy on behalf of the Town of Auburn and for supporting the inclusion of the play-

ground project in the House and Senate budgets.  We also extend our gratitude to Dr. Arthur 

and Dr. Martha Pappas for their generosity and philanthropy which has and will continue to 

provide recreational and cultural opportunities for generations of Auburn residents.  The 

Town also thanks and acknowledges the hard work of the Friends of the Pappas Recreation 

Complex for their commitment to the playground project and congratulates them on their 

successful fundraising efforts. 

John E. & Ethyl E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award Nominations 

Nominations are currently being accepted for the John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizen-

ship Award. Deadline is Monday, October 27, 2014 at 4:00PM. Nominations should include rea-
sons why a person being nominated has been an outstanding Citizen and made life for Auburn 

residents better. Submit to Riley Award Committee, c/o Ellen C. Gaboury, Town Clerk, 104 Cen-

tral St., Auburn, MA 01501.  
 

History  
The John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award was created in 1976 to honor the 

Rileyôs for their contribution to serving and making life for Auburn Citizens better. John served as 

the Town Clerk from 1922 to 1952 and Ethel served as an Assistant for many years.  

ANNUAL TOWN CENSUS 

Annual Town Census will be mailed out to all residents the beginning of January 2015.  

Please sign and return to the Town Clerkôs Office.  
  
Dog licenses may be paid for and mailed in with the census.  A late fee of $10.00 is charged 

for any dog not licensed the previous year in addition to the license fee.  Fees are unaltered 

dogs $20.00 and spay/neutered dogs $15.00.   



The Town of Auburn welcomes Mignonne Murray to the Lorraine 

Gleick Nordgren Senior Center as its new director!  Mignonne began 

as the senior center director on August 6th.   

 

Prior to coming to Auburn, Mignonne was the Assistant Director and 

Program Developer for the Division of Human Services and the 

Council on Aging in Natick, where she worked for four 

years.  Among her extensive responsibilities, she was responsible for 

coordinating and scheduling all programs at the Natick Community-

Senior Center, scheduling and managing all building rentals, supervising a staff of 12-15 pro-

gram instructors, and ensuring compliance with all program guidelines.  She prepared grant 

applications and administered grants for the Community-Senior Center.   Prior to her position 

with the Natick COA/Community-Senior Center, Mignonne was a Manager of a housing de-

velopment for adults 55 and older in Wales, UK.  Previous to that, she was a Resident Ser-

vices Coordinator at the Newton Housing Authority where she coordinated social services for 

low income elderly and disabled individuals and families.  

 

Mignonne has a Bachelorôs Degree in Sociology from Wheaton College where she graduated 

with several academic honors and a Masterôs Degree in Public Administration from Framing-

ham State College.  Mignonne is CPR and First Aid certified by the American Heart Associa-

tion and recently completed the new director workshop at the Massachusetts Council on Ag-

ing annual conference. 

 

Welcome to Auburn and to the Lorraine Gleick Nordgren Senior Center, Mignonne! 

 

Best Wishes to Adam Burney on his new position as Town Planner in Lunenburg.  Adam 

has been the Town Planner in Auburn for the past seven years.  In 2011 he became the Assis-

tant Director of the Department of Development and Inspectional Services and became the 

Director of the department in 2012. Adam will be missed! 

 

Darlene Coyle, Director of Public Health, has been appointed Acting Director of the Depart-

ment of Development and Inspectional Services in the inter-

im period following Adamôs departure during which time the 

Town will advertise and seek to fill Adamôs vacant position.  

 

Congratulations to Chris Lund, building inspector, on his 

new position in West Boylston. Chris has been acting build-

ing commissioner since July.   

 

 

 

Congratulations to Call Lieutenant Ray Godaire on his re-

tirement from the Auburn Fire and Rescue Department.  Lt. 

Godaire has served as a call officer for the Town for 43 

years!  The Town wishes Ray all the best in his well de-

served retirement!  

  

Employee  Spotlight 



Water Supply Drill 

On Sunday 

September 

28th the 

Auburn 

Fire Rescue 

Department 

participated 

in a water 

supply drill  at Worcester Regional Air-

port in conjunction with Massport. Other 

participating departments included 

Worcester, Leicester, Spencer, Holden, 

and Rutland. The drill was part of the 

airportôs large scale emergency plan and 

is exercised on an annual basis.  

PUBLIC SAFETY NEWS 

Roundtable Discussions 

Fire Rescue Chief Stephen Coleman had 

the privilege to sit as a panelist for a 

roundtable discussion on the integration of 

social media into municipal government. 

The forum was held on Wednesday Sep-

tember 24th and was hosted by Virtual 

Towns & Schools at the Beachwood Hotel 

in Worcester. The panel was moderated by 

Lisa Kalner Williams , Senior SM Strate-

gist from CM Social. Those in attendance at the conference were Town Managers, IT 

Professionals, Public Safety Officials and other leaders in municipal government. 

Fitness Festival 

On Saturday September 27th the AFRD 

participated in the Fitness Festival at the 

Bryn Mawr School.  

WINTER IS COMING!  Sign up for CODE RED to re-

ceive your weather and emergency related information. 

Visit the townôs website at auburnguide.com to register. 



SCBA Units 

In the month of September the AFRD placed into 

service 38 new Self Contained Breathing Appa-

ratus (SCBA) that was purchased through a 

$344,000 federal grant. This equipment replaces 

the departmentôs twenty year old SCBA units.  

 

On June 12, 2014 at approximately noontime, the Auburn Police Department re-

ceived a 911 call reporting a man collapsed on the front lawn of a residence on 

School Street.  The caller, a neighbor, reported the individual was cutting the lawn at 

the time of collapse but was unsure of the exact address of the emergency.   

As the information was broadcast by dispatch, Officer Brian Kennedy radioed that he 

was in the area and responding. Officer Kennedy began his search at the address giv-

en by the reporting caller, however, no one was located.  As he continued his search 

of neighboring yards, Officer Kennedy radioed that he had located the individual in 

some bushes slumped over a lawn mower.  Officer Kennedy next pulled the individ-

ual from the bushes and quickly determined that he was not breathing and had no 

pulse.  Officer Kennedy immediately initiated CPR updating responding paramedics.  

Officer Kennedy continued with his lifesaving efforts until paramedics arrived and 

took over care of the patient. 

The patient was transported by ambulance to the hospital where he received addition-

al cardiac care, undergoing several heart related procedures over the following 

weeks.   He has a positive prognosis for the future largely due to the initial lifesaving 

efforts performed by Officer Kennedy.            

In recognition for his actions, Police Chief Andrew Sluckis awarded Officer Kenne-

dy the Police Commendation Medal.  This medal is awarded to an individual for an 

outstanding act that brings honor and recognition to the individual officer and De-

partment alike.   

In addition, Officer Kennedy was nominated for and received the Presidentôs Award 

at the 35th Annual Massachusetts Coalition of Police Convention held in September.   

Congratulations Officer Brian Kennedy! 

Officer Brian Kennedy Awarded Police Commendation Medal and     

Presidentôs Award  



Auburn Middle School Update by Superintendent Dr. Maryellen Brunelle 

Lao Tzu said, ñA journey of a thousand miles begins with a single stepò 

and how true those words ring with regard to the new Auburn Middle 

School that is under construction on West Street.  It was on May 5, 2011 

ï 1,000+ days ago - when the Auburn Town Meeting Members, through 

their near-unanimous support, set the School Building Committee on its 

journey of building this state-of-the-art 

educational facility.  As we all know, though, there was much work that 

happened behind the scenes and in the years prior to that, which brought 

us to that day and to all who were involved throughout the yearsðwe 

include you in a hearty THANK YOU! 

  

With the feasibility study completed and countless meetings and discus-

sions having been held, the SBC then worked diligently with the architects 

and Ownerôs Project Manager (OPM) to shift to design development, ultimately receiving approval from 

Auburnôs Town Meeting Members and then Auburnôs voters to build a new Auburn Middle School in 

May of 2013.  Since then and continuing forward, there is not a day that goes by that forward progress 

isnôt made on this project, an update of that being included below. 

  

Since the last update, the Topping Off Ceremony was held on August 14th and prior to that official cere-

mony, the final beam was made available for all interested Auburn students, families and community 

members to sign.  This event marked another important milestone in this project and was well attended 

by many, including Senator Michael Moore, Representative Paul Frost, a representative of the MSBA, as 

well as the Townôs and school departmentôs administration and numerous students and families.  

 

Wednesday mornings are host to our weekly construction meetings, with representatives from Skanska 

(Ownerôs Project Manager), Lamoureux-Pagano (architects) and Fontaine (construction managers) in 

attendance and  providing updates, along with Chris Lund, Auburnôs Interim Building Inspector and 

several school department representatives:  Mr. Joe Fahey; Director of Facilities; Mr. Howie Barber, 

Business Manager; Mr. Joe Gagnon, Auburn Middle School Principal; and 

Maryellen Brunelle, Superintendent. Progress on the construction is present-

ed by Mr. Bill Faneuf, Fontaineôs Building Superintendent on the AMS 

project, and numerous items are reviewed.  At the conclusion of each meet-

ing, a question is asked and answered, ñAre we on time and on budget?ò and 

the answer remains ñYes and Yes.ò 

In addition, subcommittee meetings continue to be held to make color choices and select finishes, as 

well as desks, chairs, technology, telephones and specialty equipment 

for the music, art, physical education and other programs/areas.  The 

decisions regarding the FF&E budget (furniture, fixtures and equip-

ment), will continue to be made over the next several months as our 

goal is to have a fully equipped school ready for our students in the 

fall of 2015.  

(Continued on next page) 

North classroom wing, wrapped in       

vapor barrier with precast masonry      

being installed 

Final steel beam is securely put in place 

Exterior framing at band classroom 

Interior of Gymnasium 



(Continued from previous page.)  The School Building Committee (SBC) oversees this entire project and 

they meet at least monthly, discussing options, making decisions and approving invoices for work that 

has been completed.  In addition, the SBC is overseeing the     expansion of West Street to include a side-

walk from the schoolôs entrance to Route 12 and a turning lane into the school campus, this as required 

by the Auburn Planning Board.  As with each facet of this construction project, the end goals of student 

achievement and student safety remain a top priority.  

  

In terms of construction, if youôve not already done so, I would encourage you to drive by West Street 

and/or drive into the Masonic Circle as you will undoubtedly be impressed with the progress!  The struc-

tural steel is complete, the initial layer of driveway and parking lots is in, with the roofing, masonry and 

interior classroom wing framing having been started and well underway.  All of the concrete floors have 

been poured and the rough-ins for mechanical, electrical and fire protection have likewise been started.  

As the many photos depict, forward progress is made daily.  To get a ñbirdsô eye view,ò visit the APS 

website at www.auburn.k12.ma.us and click on the link in the left-side navigation column titled, ñMiddle 

School Project.ò  Once there, click on ñMiddle School Project Site Camera.ò  The images change twice 

daily:  once in the morning and then again later in the day.   

  

Alex Noble said, ñSuccess is not a place at which one arrives but rather the spirit with which one under-

takes and continues the journey.ò  While the journey of building a new Auburn Middle School is not 

quite over, there continues to be much for the Auburn community to celebrate, the ultimate goal being 

this educational facilityôs completion in the summer of 2015, ready to accept Auburnôs sixth, seventh and 

eighth graders in the fall of 2015. 

  

Sincere thanks are extended once again to the members of the School Building Committee; Chairperson 

Mark Imse; Vice Chair-person Wayne Page; and members, listed alphabetically, Lonn Beaudin, Jim Bon-

ofiglio, Joe Fahey, Rene Gibree, Bob Grossman, Paul Marrone, Joe Miller, Bob Murray, Mike Sampson, 

Jeff Slomski and Bill Westerlind, along with non-voting members:  Howie Barber, Joe Gagnon, Julie 

Jacobson, Ed Kazanovicz and Maryellen Brunelle. 

 

Know that the investment that the entire Auburn community has made in this building project ï as well as 

its investment in the Auburn Public Schools, in general ï continues to be greatly appreciated!  As a Dis-

trict, we will continue to work to earn your trust and support...THANK YOU! 

 

 

           Classroom Corridor   Cafeteria           Classroom 



Town Manager Julie Jacobson announced that she will be forming an Elementary School Re-Use/

Disposition Advisory Group to look at the possible disposition and/or re-use options, as well as the 
financial impacts to the annual budget, for the Mary D. Stone School and the Julia Bancroft 

School in anticipation of those properties being declared surplus by the Auburn School Commit-

tee.   

The Auburn School Master Plan Team, created by the Auburn School Committee, recommended 

to re-use the current Middle School facility on Swanson Road to house grades 3 through 5 once 
the new Auburn Middle School opens on West Street.  The School Committee accepted the recom-

mendations of the Master Plan Team which included the recommendation to continue to use the 

Bryn Mawr School and the Pakachoag School to educate the Districtôs grades K through 2 stu-
dents.  Once those transitions occur, the School Committee will consider what to do with the Mary 

D. Stone School and the Julia Bancroft School as it seems they may no longer be needed as educa-

tional facilities.  

The opening of the new Middle School on West Street is anticipated to occur at the beginning of 

the academic school year in 2015. Thus, it is expected that the current Middle School on Swanson 
Road will be open for Districtôs grades 3 through 5 students in the fall of 2015, following a reno-

vation project which will be funded through a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Au-

thority (MSBA), as well as the strategic use of Capital Improvement Program (CIP) funds.  If 
these construction and renovation projects are completed on schedule, then the Mary D. Stone 

Elementary School and the Julia Bancroft Elementary School would be likely closed some time 

following the end of the academic year in the summer of 2015. 

Once the School Committee votes to declare the Mary D. Stone and Julia Bancroft Schools sur-

plus, then the town administration can make recommendations to the Board of Selectmen for their 
respective re-use or disposition.  The purpose of the Elementary School Re-Use/Disposition Advi-

sory Group is to look at the feasibility of either re-using one or both of these properties or selling 

the properties through a public disposition process in accordance with State law.  The Advisory 
Group will also look at the financial impacts of closing these two schools with respect to ongoing 

maintenance and repair of the properties until such time that the schools are either sold or re-
purposed for another municipal use. The Advisory Group will then present their recommendations 

to the Town Manager for consideration and discussion with the Board of Selectmen. 

It is anticipated to have a seven member Elementary School Re-Use/Disposition Advisory Group 

which will consist of the following members: 

1 Board of Selectmen member 
1 School Committee member  

1 FinCom member 

1 School Department representative  
1 Director of Development and Inspectional Services 

2  Neighborhood residents, preferably from each of the neighborhoods in which the Mary 

 D. Stone and Julia Bancroft Elementary Schools are located.   
 

If you are interested in serving on the Elementary School Re-Use/Disposition Advisory Group, 
please fill out an application ï which can be completed and submitted on the Townôs web site at 

www.auburnguide.com or contact the Town Managerôs Office at 508.832.7720.  Please provide a 

brief description of your background and any skills or knowledge you have for consideration.  
Those residents with experience or knowledge in property management, architecture, engineering, 

building rehabilitation or construction are encouraged to apply.  

Town Seeks Volunteers to Serve on Elementary School  

Re-Use/Disposition Advisory Group 

http://www.auburnguide.com


Independence Day Celebration Lights Up The Sky 

The 2014 Independence Day celebration, held at the Dr. Arthur 

and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex, delighted at-
tendees of all ages.  An estimated crowd of over 6,000 at-

tendees enjoyed music, food, vendors, games and rides, topped 

off by a spectacular fireworks display. The event was original-
ly scheduled for July 3rd but was postponed until July 6th due to 

the prediction of heavy rains and thunder storms.  Sunday, July 
6th was a beautiful day, with plenty of sun, fair skies and low humidity ï a perfect day to celebrate 

the birth of this great nation.   

This yearôs event included a tribute to Auburnôs history as ñFlag Town USAò, a designation which 
President Eisenhower officially declared in 1957 after Auburn veteran and resident Earle Stan-

dring, Sr., a member of the Chester P. Tuttle Post American Legion, Auburn Rotary Club, Auburn 
Elks and Knights of Columbus, along with the Boy Scout Explorers, lobbied for the Flag Town 

USA designation and to encourage every house to fly Old Glory. To honor these efforts and Au-

burnôs designation as Flag Town USA, a community photo was taken by resident John Anderson 
of the Auburn Daily News in front of the performance pavilion during the Independence Day 

events as 1,000 American flags were distributed to attendees.  Earl Standringôs grandson and great 

granddaughter joined officials on stage for the commemoration as the band played ñGod Bless 

Americaò.   

The Outriggers band performed at the Riley-Pappas Pavilion throughout the evening while vendors 
provided plenty of options for food and refreshments as well as retail purchases.  In addition to the 

train rides and amusement rides, new this year was a popular rock climbing wall and race car track.  

Free WRTA shuttle buses ran continuously bringing attendees to and from the Auburn Mall and 

the Pappas Complex.   

The Town of Auburn wishes to extend its sincere gratitude to our sponsors and partners: the 

Worcester Regional Transit Authority (WRTA), the Auburn Mall, Hometown Bank, and the area 

churches and organizations that provided auxiliary parking.  

Town Pays Tribute to Flag Town USA 

This yearôs Independence Day event at the Dr. Arthur and Dr. 

Martha Pappas Recreation Complex included a tribute to Au-

burnôs history as ñFlag Town USAò.   

In 1957, President Eisenhower officially declared Auburn Flag 

Town USA after Auburn veteran and resident Earle Standring, 
Sr., who was a member of the Chester P. Tuttle Post American 

Legion, the Auburn Rotary Club, the Auburn Elks and the 
Knights of Columbus, along with the Boy Scout Explorers, 

lobbied the President for the Flag Town USA designation.  It was Earl Standringôs goal to encour-

age every house in Auburn to fly Old Glory, an effort that was supported by the Boy Scout Explor-

ers, the Chester P. Tuttle Post American Legion, and the Board of Selectmen in 1957.   

To honor these efforts and recognize Auburnôs designation as Flag Town USA, a community photo 
was taken by resident John Anderson of the Auburn Daily News in front of the performance pavil-

ion during the concert at this yearôs Independence Day celebration.  The Town provided 1,000 

American flags which were distributed to attendees who stood in front of the Riley-Pappas Pavilion 
for the photo.  Earl Standringôs grandson and great granddaughter joined officials on stage for the 

commemoration as the band played ñGod Bless Americaò.   


